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P.A. 99-0670  creates a new  review mechanism (to the Re-

gional Superintendent or Intermediate Service Center) for 

student residency disputes.  There are also certain new no-

tice and hearing procedures required when a school district 

conducts a residency hearing.    

The full text of Public Act 99-0670 can be accessed at the 

following link: 

Public Act 99-0670 
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Amendments to Procedures for Student 

Residency Hearings  

Public Act 99-0670 (effective January 1, 2017) 

The following residency hearing procedures are established or re-
vised: 
 

1.   In the notice of the determination of nonresidency to the 
person who enrolled the pupil the district must now pro-
vide the specific reasons why the Board believes that the 
pupil is a nonresident of the district.   

 
2.   The hearing and notice timelines are now clarified to be 

“calendar” days, not business or school days. 
 
3.    If the person enrolling the student requests a hearing, the 

board is to notify the person who enrolled the student: 
 
a.   The time and place of hearing.  
 
b.   The fact that any written evidence and testimony or 

witnesses not disclosed to the other party, at least 
three (3) calendar days prior to the hearing are barred 
at the hearing without the consent of the other party.    

 
4.   At least three (3) calendar days prior to the hearing both 

the school district administration and the person who en-
rolled the pupil must disclose to the other party: 

 
a. All written evidence and testimony that it may submit 

during the hearing. 
 
b. A list of witnesses that it may call to testify during the 

hearing. 
 

5.   The time period for the Board to make its decision regard-
ing residency, after receiving the results of the hearing, is 
increased from 15 calendar days to 30 calendar days. 

 
6.   Within 5 calendar days of making its decision, the board 

must send a copy of its decision to the person who en-
rolled the pupil by certified mail, return receipt requested.  
The decision must inform the person who enrolled the pu-
pil that he or she may: 

 
 a.   Within 5 calendar days after receipt of the decision 
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of the board, petition the regional superintendent of 
schools (in Cook County, the applicable Intermediate 
Service Center) to review the decision.   

 
b. The decision must also include notice that, at the re-

quest of the person who enrolled the pupil, the pupil 
may continue attending the schools of the district 
pending the regional superintendent of schools’ re-
view of the board’s decision but that tuition shall 
continue to be assessed during the review period and 
become due upon a final determination of the re-
gional superintendent of schools that the student is a 
nonresident. 

 

7.   Within five (5) calendar days after receipt of the deci-
sion of the board, the person who enrolled the pupil 
may petition the regional superintendent of schools to 
review the board’s decision.  The petition must include 
the basis for the request and be sent by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to both the regional superin-
tendent of schools and the superintendent of the local 
school district. 

 
8. Within five (5) calendar days after receipt of the petition 

by the local school district, the school board must: 
 

a. Deliver to the regional superintendent of schools its 
written decision. 
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b. Send any written evidence and testimony that was 
submitted by the parties  during the residency 
hearing. 

 
c. Send a list of all witnesses that testified during the 

hearing. 
 
d. Send any existing written minutes or transcript of 

the hearing or verbatim record of the hearing in 
the form of any audio or video recording of the 
hearing.   

 
e. The school board also has the right to submit a 

written response to the petition to the regional su-
perintendent with a copy to the person enrolling 
the student.   

 
The regional superintendent of schools’ review of the 
board’s decision is limited to the documentation sub-
mitted hereunder to the regional superintendent. 

 

9.   Within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the doc-
umentation provided by the school district, the region-
al superintendent of schools shall issue a written deci-
sion as to whether or not there is clear and convincing 
evidence that the pupil is a resident of the district and 
eligible to attend the district’s schools on a tuition-free 
basis.  The decision shall be transmitted to the school 
board and the person who enrolled the pupil, and 
shall, with specificity, detail the rationale behind the 
decision. 

 

10. If a hearing review is made to the Regional Superin-
tendent, the pupil may, at the request of the person 
who enrolled the pupil, continue attendance at the 
schools of the district pending the decision of the 
board or regional superintendent of schools, as appli-
cable (and the school district’s payments under Sec-
tion 18-8.05 of the School Code shall not be adjusted 
due to tuition collection).  However, attendance of the 
pupil does not relieve any person who enrolled the pu-
pil of the obligation to pay the tuition charged for that 
attendance if the final decision of the board or region-
al superintendent of schools is that the pupil is a non-
resident of the district.  If a pupil is determined to be a 
nonresident of the district, the board shall refuse to 
permit the pupil to continue attending the schools of 
the district unless the required tuition is paid for the 
pupil. 
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as legal advice or a legal opinion under 

any circumstance. The contents are 
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purposes, and the readers of this 
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contact their attorney with regard to 

any concepts discussed herein.  
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